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English Abstract

The Zhongshubeilan is a roster of Qing dynasty military officers. It is rich in detail, longitudinal, and reliable.
It is ideal for studying the careers and the characteristics of Qing military officers. Based on 73 editions of
the Zhongshubeilan, this paper analyzes the composition of the middle and lower ranked officers in the
late Qing. We begin by examining the share of officers affiliated with the Eight Banners. The proportion of
military officers in the Green Standard Army who were bannermen decreased by nearly 30%, while the
proportion of low-ranked officers who were bannermen remained below 8%. The higher the rank, in other
words, the greater the decline over time in the share who were bannermen. From the perspective of
credentials and qualifications, appointment and promotion of military officers in the Qing considered
examinations, service and accomplishments. In principle, through this system, ordinary soldiers could
become military officers. According to our calculations, the proportion of officers who started their careers
as soldiers remained above 60%, and the proportion of officers who held a military exam degree increased
instead of decreasing after the abolition of the exams. This reflected the increasing rigidity of military
recruitment in the late Qing. The Taiping War and the adjustment of the Qing court's military policies were
the main reasons for the change in the composition of the middle and lower ranked military officers in the

late Qing Dynasty.
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